Consultation Questionnaire 

Your Health is Your Wealth – Public Health Policy Framework 2012-2020

1. What would you like the public health policy to achieve?



2. How do you think organisations and communities can work together to achieve better public health?





3. What mechanisms for governance, accountability and leadership are needed to ensure delivery and implementation?




4. What are your two key messages to make Ireland’s public health policy first class.




5. Please comment on any other issues that you would like to raise?





	Are you a health professional or other healthcare worker?  

	





If you or your organisation wishes to make a written submission, please send it to Public Health Policy Framework, Department of Health, Hawkins House, Poolbeg Street, Dublin 2 to reach us no later than 30th September, 2011.
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A single agency charged with the promotion of public health and co-ordinating appropriate 

actions is necessary to ensure delivery and implementation.  There is a need for effective and 

inspirational leadership which can mobilise and involve all relevant actors to have a successful 

impact on this multi-dimensional issue.  This agency should develop SMART objectives to 

monitor progress and to ensure accountability across all sectors.  It must also prioritise a series 

of evidence-based actions and charge named stakeholders with a specific responsibility in 

addressing each issue.  There is an opportunity here to use and build on existing research.  An 

immediate action must be to implement the National Nutrition Policy.  Opportunities to ensure 

implementation include:

- Learn from the Investing in Health NI model of implementation

- 'Health-proof' all public policies  e.g. Programme for Government, National Transport 

Strategy, Food Harvest 2020

- Inform planning legislation to ensure equitable access to quality nutritious food outlets. New 

buildings should be 'health-proofed' e.g. bike parks. Each government department has a public 

health officer attached to the social inclusion unit

- The launch of the policy should be accompanied by a public awareness campaign on positive 

health as separate to ill-health. There also needs to be an awareness on the economic cost of ill-

health, particularly diet-related ill-health

- Health promotion strategies and advocacy of good health must be prioritised within hospitals 

e.g. Breastfeeding 
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- Creates health promoting environments and mobilises all sectors of society  

- Ireland's health is an investment in the future.
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In order to effect change we need strong leadership to address the issue of public health at both 

policy level and at local community level.  



Strong leadership and clear communication messages will support those with competing 

agendas to work together.  We need to find a way of working with industry and private interests 

to the benefit of society.  A number of groups have a vested interest in maintaining status 

quo/unhealthy environments which impact negatively on public health.  The Public Health 

Policy must support those who need to make difficult decisions.  This is currently reflected in 

the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland's Consultation on the marketing of unhealthy food products 

to children.



A specific area of concern for Healthy Food for All pertains to the cost of food.  The policy 

must consider that the healthy choices are not always the easiest or cost efficient choices for 

people living on low-incomes.



The Public Health Policy Framework 2012-2020 presents an opportunity to take a risk, to create 

a visionary document that will have long-term positive outcomes for Irish society.  This will 

require courageous action to address a huge variety of competing agendas.  There may be 

criticism from different sectors but if we keep the goal of the nation's health at the centre we 

will reap the long-term benefits in the future of a healthy society with healthy citizens.
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Healthy Food for All (HFfA) is an all-island initiative seeking to combat food poverty by 

promoting access, availability and affordability of healthy food for low-income groups.  HFfA 

would like to see a national public health policy that fully recognises the complex combination 

of factors influencing health and that has, at its core, a central focus on addressing the broader 

social determinants of health.



Health inequality has a negative impact on public health and therefore the Public Health Policy 

must be underscored by the principles of social justice to ensure access to services on the basis 

of need as opposed to the ability to pay.  The policy should adopt a long-term, holistic view to 

health and well-being with short term objectives focused on the prevention of ill-health.  



HFfA believes that a healthy society is the responsibility of all sectors of society (statutory, 

private, community/voluntary sector) and that the Public Health Policy must explicitly state the 

role of each sector in addressing this issue.



A priority aim must be to address the issue of overweight and obesity and to create healthy 

living environments.  HFfA calls on the Department to implement the National Nutrition Policy 

as a matter of urgency in order to address the current public health crisis of obesity.  The 

recommendations of the Report of the National Taskforce on Obesity and the Special Action 

Group on Obesity must be implemented immediately.  We have the evidence now we need 
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The Public Health Policy must explicitly state the links between health and other policy arenas 

such as poverty, social protection, education, planning, agriculture etc.  High level policy must 

be followed up with support for co-ordinated and evidence based interventions.  For example 

NAPS Inclusion 2007-2016 states that "Working in partnership, the Department of Health & 

Children will develop specific community and sectoral initiatives to encourage healthy eating 

and access to healthy food and physical activity among adults, with a particular focus on adults 

living in areas of disadvantage (46).  The National Nutrition Policy which has been drafted but 

still awaiting publication, sets out a strategic framework for working in partnership between 

government departments and agencies to promote national and all-island actions on healthy 

eating to help reduce food poverty.  A priority of this policy is to continue to facilitate strategic 

actions to combat food poverty with relevant agencies addressing food poverty.  This policy 

must be accompanied by an implementation strategy and dedicated resources to ensure 

meaningful action that supports communities and agencies working together.  Monitoring and 

evaluation of activities is essential to ensure accountability across all sectors.  If this policy 

communicates the message that public health is the responsibility of all sectors of society then 

resources for interventions can be shared.  Information must be clearly available to all to ensure 

fair and equitable access to local resources.

Each local authority should have a health strategy which co-ordinates resources, convenes 

focused forums for working together within the local authority and regionally and also feeds into 

national structures. Models of Good Practice should be mainstreamed.  Examples of these 


